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This  is  a  compilation  of 

Year  1950  as  reported  to  the  United  States  Forest  Service  by  its  field 
offices,  cooperating  States,  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Soil 
Conservation  Service  and  Tennessee  Valley  Authority. 

The  figures  are  shown  separately  by  the  individual  States  reporting  and 
totals  are  also  given  for  certain  geographical  groups  of  States.   The 
tabulation  is  prepared  in  the  following  sections: 

SUMMARY  OF  FOREST  FIRE  STATISTICS  FOR  1950 
Giving  areas  needing  protection;  areas  protected  and 
unprotected;  number  of  fires,  area  burned,  and  esti- 
mated damage  to  both  protected  and  unprotected  forest 
lands  (Pages  1  to  U) • 

NUMBER  OF  FOREST  FIRES  BY  CAUSE  AND  SIZE 
For  protected  areas  only  (Pages  5  to  8) . 

AREAS  BURNED  AND  ESTIMATED  DAMAGE 

For  protected  areas  only  (Pages  9  to  12). 

The  statistics  shown  are  as  complete  as  could  be  compiled  from  reports 
submitted  by  State  and  Federal  protection  agencies  but  no  claim  is  made 
es  to  their  completeness  or  accuracy. 

Since  no  field  organizations  are  established  in  unprotected  areas  to  re- 
port fires,  the  statistics  on  such  unprotected  areas  are  merely  the 
best  estimates  by  the  States.  They  are  likewise  incomplete  as  no  esti- 
mates could  be  obtained  for  Arizona,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  North  Dako»ta  and 
Wyoming. 

The  estimates  on  fire  damage  should  be  used  with  caution.  They  admitted- 
ly are  low  because  they  fail  to  include  the  full  and  complete  tangible 
and  direct  damage  to  timber  and  improvements  as  well  as  the  vast  amount 
of  intangible  and  indirect  losses  resulting  from  forest  fires,  such  as 
those  caused  by  decay  of  fire  damaged  timber,  replacement  of  desirable 
tree  species  by  less  valuable  ones,  soil  deterioration  and  erosion,  un- 
certain streamflow,  destruction  of  game,  interruption  of  tourist  use 
and  travel,  and  the  like. 


A  ^  y 


Prepared  by 

Division  of  Cooperative  Forest  Protection  -  Forest  Service 

U.   S.   Department  of  Agriculture  -  Washington,   D.C. 
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SUMMARY  OF  1950  WEATHER  AND  FIRE  SITUATIONS 

Region  1  -  Comprising  Montana  and  Northern  Idaho. 

September  1,  1949  to  April  30,  1950  records  indicate  greater  than  normal 
precipitation,  making  the  beginning  of  the  fire  season  favorable.   Cool 
moist  weather  continued  through  May  and  June.    Intermittent  periods  of 
high  fire  danger  occurred  in  July,  August,  September  and  early  October 
when  above  normal  temperatures  prevailed.   The  1950  fire  season  was  more 
critical  than  194^,  but  easier  than  average  for  the  other  years  in  the 
past  five  years. 

Region  2  -  Comprising  Colorado,  Kansas.  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming. 

This  was  the  third  worst  fire  season  since  1908.  It  began  in  January,  with 
a  disaster  fire  on  Cheyenne  Mountain  in  Colorado.  Moisture  deficiency  in 
all  parts  of  the  region,  except  northern  Wyoming,  created  a  bad  fire  situa- 
tion all  summer.  It  was  capped  by  the  driest  big  game  hunting  season  on 
record  in  October  and  November. 

Region  3  -  Comprising  Arizona  and  New  Mexico. 

The  1950  season  in  Region  3  was  characterized  by  its  extra-ordinary  length 
and  severity.  Accumulative  drouth  for  the  winter  coupled  with  abnormally     « 
light  spring  moisture  caused  the  fire  season  to  start  in  February  and  ex- 
tend without  appreciable  break  until  the  year's  end. 

Region  L   -  Comprising  Utah.  Nevada,  Southern  Idaho  and  T,restern  Wyoming. 

Timely  seasonal  rains  in  southern  Idaho,  northern  Utah,  and  Wyoming  prevent- 
ed the  fire  season  from  building  up  to  any  great  intensity  except  for  short 
periods.  Temperature  fell  at  many  locations  in  one  general  storm  in  Idaho 
in  September  which  materially  shortened  the  season.  Precipitation  in  southern 
Utah  and  most  of  Nevada  was  very  deficient,  a  continuation  of  a  prolonged 
drouth  existing  since  194-8.  Good  storms  in  July  broke  the  hazard  in  the 
middle  of  the  season,  Utah  recording  the  wettest  July  since  1941*  The 
season  was  extended  by  a  warm  dry  fall.  Below  normal  temperatures  through- 
out most  of  the  season  contributed  to  a  fairly  easy  fire  year. 

Region  5  -  Comprising  California. 

The  1950  fire  season  in  California  was  one  of  the  more  hazardous  of  the 
past  six  years  for  this  State  as  a  whole.  Although  there  had  been  abundant 
winter  and  spring  precipitation  over  most  of  the  State,  an  unusually  warm 
period  of  April,  followed  by  north  winds  in  mid-May,  combined  to  create  an 
earlier  than  usual  opening  of  the  fire  season.    Temporary  moderation  of 
temperature  and  humidity  occurred  during  mid-June,  but  by  the  end  of  June 
exceptionally  high  temperature  and  low  humidity  prevailed  over  the  State. 
Except  for  a  brief  period  of  cool  weather  during  the  forepart  of  August 
relative  humidity  for  the  State  as  a  whole  averaged  below  normal  from  the 
end  of  June  until  near  the  last  of  September. 
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Region  6  -  Comprising  Oregon  and  Washington. 

Potentially  the  1950  fire  season  west  of  the  Cascades  was  the  most  criti- 
cal of  the  past  five  years.  The  east  side  was  about  normal.  The  region 
experienced  recurrent  periods  of  extreme  fire  danger  from  the  middle  of  May 
to  the  end  of  September.  Precipitation  during  the  season  was  spotty  and 
considerably  below  normal.  There  were  151  rainless  days  in  Oregon  between 
April  1  and  September  3°.  Thunder  storms  somewhat  below  normal.   Fire 
occurrence  for  the  region  about  average,  acreage  burned  considerably  below 
5-yesr  average.  Unusual  precipitation  in  October  prevented  normal  slash 
disposal. 

Region  7  -  Comprising  Connecticut.  Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts f  New  Hampshire.  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vaniaf  Rhode  Island,  Vermont f  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 

There  was  less  precipitation  in  1950  than  in  1949 •  Winter  and  spring  months 
had  precipitation  deficiency  north  and  south.  Northern  New  England  had  dry 
periods  in  August  and  October.   1950  was  characterized  by  high  winds  and 
storms,  reaching  in  the  south,  a  velocity  of  70  miles  per  hour  or  better. 
Winds  on  March  27  in  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resulted  in  heavy 
losses  in  the  latter  two  States.  Heavy  May  winds  accounted  for  a  large  pro- 
portion of  spring  burn  in  Pennsylvania  and  southern  New  England,  but  such 
conditions  were,  fortunately,  short  lived. 

Region  8  -  Comprising  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 

Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  Oklahoma.  South  Carolina.  Tennessee 
and  Texas. 

Fire  weather  conditions  were  somewhat  more  severe  throughout  Region  6  in 
calendar  year  1950  than  in  1949,  or  than  the  average  of  the  past  five  years. 
Serious  conditions  existed  in  Florida  over  most  of  the  year,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  brief  period  during  the  hurricanes  in  the  South.  The  Carolinas 
and  Georgia  suffered  severe  weather  conditions  in  April  and  May.    Texas 
forests  reached  near  disastrous  conditions  in  late  November  and  December. 

Region  9  -  Comprising  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa.  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
North  Dakota,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin. 

In  the  Lake  States  spring  was  late  and  wet  with  few  fires;  normal  fall  rains 
with  few  fires,  with  result  Minnesota,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  had  record  low 
fire  losses.   Central  States  wet  spring  with  normal  to  subnormal  fire  losses, 
except  for  Ohio  where  extremely  dry  spring  and  high  winds  caused  record 
number  of  March  fires.  Fall  rains  normal  with  losses  light.   Iowa  had  dry 
spring  with  normal  fires  and  exceptionally  dry  fall  with  above  average  fires. 
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